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Flag codes provide an aesthetic and colourful
enhancement to any maritime composition. The gale-
whipped flags in a storm or hanging limp when
becalmed, complement the artists’ impression of the
prevailing conditions at the time. However, closer
inspection can reveal a catalogue of information
about the vessel, artist, location and potential value
of the work.

Perhaps regarded as the ‘hallmark’ of a painting,
interpretation may be difficult without a knowledge
of the coding systems and the descriptive keys to
the  flags.

Painstaking work has enabled these unique codes
to be fully explained and reproduced in this volume.
For the first time the reader is encouraged to:

Confirm the identity of a vessel
Accurately date the composition
Interpret a cryptic message that might
explain a special event or circum-
stance
Discover a geographical location
Find the ships’ Master
Discover the demise of a vessel
Locate a vessels sailing route(s)
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Marine Art & Liverpool - A Postscript

Fifty Ship Paintings by
Francis Hustwick

ISBN 0-947764-77-1. For the student
of Liverpool ship portraits, this
recently ‘unmasked’ artist ranks
equally with other well known
contemporaries. When it comes to
attribution, this ‘catalogue raisonné’
with its detailed description of stylistic
characteristics and colour illustrations,
provides indispensable practical
assistance.
Purchase price:  £25 ($47.25)

Marine Art & the Clyde
100 Years of Sea, Sail & Steam

ISBN 0-947764-97-6, hardback. In its
heyday of seaborne travel, the
Clyde’s unique geographical situation
gave it a head start in the world of
maritime affairs. This volume
interweaves the personal details of the
Clyde’s ship portrait artists with a
detailed narrative of their paintings. It
represents a full-colour illustrated
account of the region’s marine artists
and their works.
Purchase Price £39.50 ($75.51)

Merseyside Maritime Museum
Illustrated Catalogue of Marine

Paintings

ISBN 0-947764-57-7 hardback
ISBN 0-947764-67-4 softback
A magnificent collection of nearly 270
oil paintings from the Merseyside
Maritime Museum is reproduced in
full-colour. Historical introduction,
comprehensive guidance notes,
bibliography and index.
Purchase Prices: Hardcover £39.95
($75.51) Softcover £29.95 ($56.61)

Samuel Walters - Marine Artist
Fifty Years of Sea, Sail & Steam

ISBN 0-947764-46-1. The times and
works of this widely acknowledged
marine artist are covered in 226 full-
colour pages. Published in hardback.
The volume includes a comprehen-
sive collection of colour illustrations,
maps charts and references complete
with detailed explanatory captions
and text from an internationally
acknowledged author.
Purchase Price £38.95 ($73.62)

Marine Art & Ulster
A Chronicle of Sail, Steam & Flags Codes

A.S. Davidson

This publication completes a trilogy providing an integrated, topographical and historical account of the
nineteenth century maritime artists of North West Britain. It includes previously unpublished personal and
family details of Joseph Semple of Belfast with a catalogue raisonné of over fifty of his paintings. The works
and recently researched details of some of his lesser known colleagues such as Thomas Johnston and
William McIlvenny, are also described and illustrated.

The former strategic importance of maritime Ulster prior to the introduction of transatlantic steam makes
interesting reading, assisted by the many explanatory chartlets and descriptive notes on the various coastal
backgrounds.

A compelling feature for the maritime picture collector, curator, dealer or researcher, is the author's unique
account of the evolution and practical operation of the three main mercantile marine Flag Codes widely
encountered in paintings of the period. First published in 1986 and long out of print, this section has since
been extensively updated. Illustrative examples occur throughout the book. The Appendices include a
comprehensive key to Watson's and Marryat's Ship Numbers. (The latter includes a copy of the temporary
'Supplement' in the extremely rare 7th edition of 1840). For the specialist, this Flag Code section alone will
prove a frequently used and indispensable source of reference.
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the twilight of the traditional ship portrait painter.
Advancing technology and social change mobilise the
masses. Competition, Advertising & Publicity produce
the ‘Poster Artist’.

Chapter Five
19th century flag codes for merchant ships including
Marryat’s Code, Commercial Code, The Liverpool (or
Watson’s) Code. Their application to maritime paintings
Appendix 1
Key to the Marryat Code ship numbers (1817-1879),
including the rare 1840 7th edition
Appendix 2
Key to the Watson (or Liverpool) Code ship
numbers (1827-1840)
Appendix 3
Other Ulster paintings, lacking an illustration

CONTENTS


